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American Government 
Spring 2018 Item Release 

Content Summary and Answer Key 
Question 

No.* 
Item 
Type 

Reporting 
Category 

Content 
Statement 

Answer 
Key Points 

1 Multiple 
Choice 

Historic 
Documents 

The Reconstruction Era prompted 
Amendments 13 through 15 to 
address the aftermath of slavery 
and the Civil War. (9) 

A 1 point 

3 Multiple 
Choice 

Principles 
and 
Structure 

Historically, the United States has 
struggled with majority rule and the 
extension of minority rights. As a 
result of this struggle, the 
government has increasingly 
extended civil rights to marginalized 
groups and broadened 
opportunities for participation. (17) 

C 1 point 

4 Multiple 
Choice 

Historic 
Documents 

The Bill of Rights was drafted in 
response to the national debate 
over the ratification of the 
Constitution of the United States. (8) 

B 1 point 

5 Graphic 
Response 

Historic 
Documents 

Amendments 16 through 19 
responded to calls for reform during 
the Progressive Era. (10) 

--- 2 points 

6 Table Item 
Principles 
and 
Structure 

In the United States, people have 
rights that protect them from undue 
governmental interference. Rights 
carry responsibilities that help 
define how people use their rights 
and that require respect for the 
rights of others. (16) 

--- 1 point 

7 Multiple 
Choice 

Historic 
Documents 

Five amendments have altered 
provisions for presidential election, 
terms and succession to address 
changing historical circumstances. 
(12) 

B 1 point 

11 Multiple 
Choice 

Historic 
Documents 

The Reconstruction Era prompted 
Amendments 13 through 15 to 
address the aftermath of slavery 
and the Civil War. (9) 

A 1 point 

* The question number matches the item number in the Item Level Report in the  
  Online Reporting System. The items are numbered sequentially in the practice site. 
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American Government 
Spring 2018 Item Release 

Content Summary and Answer Key 
Question 

No.* 
Item 
Type 

Reporting 
Category 

Content 
Statement 

Answer 
Key Points 

13 Table Item Historic 
Documents 

The Bill of Rights was drafted in 
response to the national debate 
over the ratification of the 
Constitution of the United States. 
(8) 

--- 1 point 

15 Graphic 
Response 

Ohio/Policy/ 
Economy 

The Federal Reserve System uses 
monetary tools to regulate the 
nation’s money supply and 
moderate the effects of 
expansion and contraction in the 
economy. (24) 

--- 2 points 

16 Hot Text Principles and 
Structure 

Constitutional government in the 
United States has changed over 
time as a result of amendments 
to the U.S. Constitution, Supreme 
Court decisions, legislation and 
informal practices. (7) 

--- 1 point 

17 Multiple 
Choice 

Historic 
Documents 

The Federalist Papers and the 
Anti-Federalist Papers framed the 
national debate over the basic 
principles of government 
encompassed by the 
Constitution of the United States. 
(6) 

B 1 point 

18 Multiple 
Choice 

Principles and 
Structure 

The processes of persuasion, 
compromise, consensus building 
and negotiation contribute to 
the resolution of conflicts and 
differences. (4) 

A 1 point 

19 Multi-
Interaction 

Principles and 
Structure 

Constitutional government in the 
United States has changed over 
time as a result of amendments 
to the U.S. Constitution, Supreme 
Court decisions, legislation and 
informal practices. (7) 

A; C 2 points 

* The question number matches the item number in the Item Level Report in the  
  Online Reporting System. The items are numbered sequentially in the practice site. 
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American Government 
Spring 2018 Item Release 

Content Summary and Answer Key 
Question 

No.* 
Item 
Type 

Reporting 
Category 

Content 
Statement 

Answer 
Key Points 

22 Multi-
Interaction 

Principles and 
Structure 

Issues can be analyzed 
through the critical use of 
information from public 
records, surveys, research 
data and policy positions of 
advocacy groups. (3) 

D; C, E, F 2 points 

23 Multi-
Interaction 

Principles and 
Structure 

In the United States, people 
have rights that protect them 
from undue governmental 
interference. Rights carry 
responsibilities that help define 
how people use their rights 
and that require respect for 
the rights of others. (16) 

A; D 2 points 

25 Graphic 
Response 

Historic 
Documents 

Four amendments have 
provided for extensions of 
suffrage to disenfranchised 
groups. (16) 

--- 2 points 

32 Multiple 
Choice 

Principles and 
Structure 

Law and public policy are 
created and implemented by 
three branches of 
government; each functions 
with its own set of powers and 
responsibilities. (14) 

B 1 point 

38 Multiple 
Choice 

Historic 
Documents 

The Ohio Constitution was 
drafted in 1851 to address 
difficulties in governing the 
state of Ohio. (18) 

D 1 point 

42 Table Item Ohio/Policy/ 
Economy 

The federal government uses 
spending and tax policy to 
maintain economic stability 
and foster economic growth. 
Regulatory actions carry 
economic costs and benefits. 
(23) 

--- 1 point 

* The question number matches the item number in the Item Level Report in the  
  Online Reporting System. The items are numbered sequentially in the practice site. 
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American Government 

Spring 2018 Item Release 

Question 1 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 



2 (2018) 

Question 1 

20795 

Points Possible: 1 

Reporting Category: Historic Documents 

Content Statement: The Reconstruction Era prompted Amendments 

13 through 15 to address the aftermath of slavery and the Civil War. 

(9)
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Scoring Guidelines 

Rationale for Option A: Key – The 13th Amendment led to the abolition of 

slavery. 

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. The 13th Amendment led to the 

abolition of slavery. Schools in many parts of the country remained 

segregated until the 1950s. 

Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Poll taxes were used by state 

governments to disenfranchise African-American voters. Poll taxes were never 

required by a constitutional amendment. 

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. No constitutional amendment led to 

the establishment of African-American National Guard units. 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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American Government 

Spring 2018 Item Release 

Question 3 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 3 

16129 

Points Possible: 1 

Reporting Category: Principles and Structure 

Content Statement: Historically, the United States has struggled with 

majority rule and the extension of minority rights. As a result of this 

struggle, the government has increasingly extended civil rights to 

marginalized groups and broadened opportunities for participation. 

(17)
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Scoring Guidelines 

Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. The 12th Amendment made changes 

to the Electoral College and had nothing to do with civil rights. 

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. The 13th Amendment made slavery 

illegal except as punishment for a crime, but did not provide broader civil 

rights protections. 

Rationale for Option C: Key – The due process clause of the 14th Amendment 

was used by the Supreme Court to apply Bill of Rights protections to the states. 

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. The 16th Amendment allows Congress 

to levy income taxes and does not relate to civil rights. 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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American Government 

Spring 2018 Item Release 

Question 4 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 4 

20793 

Points Possible: 1 

Reporting Category: Historic Documents 

Content Statement: The Bill of Rights was drafted in response to the 

national debate over the ratification of the Constitution of the 

United States. (8) 



11 (2018) 
  

Scoring Guidelines 

Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. The 9th Amendment does not ensure 

that only state governments could guarantee rights. 

 

Rationale for Option B: Key – Federalists were concerned that including a bill 

of rights could be misconstrued to limit individual rights to only those listed. 

 

Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. The 9th Amendment does not state 

that the federal government has more power than state governments. 

 

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. The 9th Amendment does not address 

issues related to separation of powers. 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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American Government 

Spring 2018 Item Release 

Question 5 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 5 

14957 

Scoring Guidelines 

For this item, a full-credit response includes: 

• “The current method of electing Senators is undemocratic” selected

(1 point);

AND

• “No party boss rule!” selected (1 point).

Points Possible: 2 

Reporting Category: Historic Documents 

Content Statement: Amendments 16 through 19 responded to calls for 

reform during the Progressive Era. (10) 
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American Government 

Spring 2018 Item Release 

Question 5 

Sample Responses 



16 (2018) 

Sample Response: 2 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns full credit (2 points) because two 

headlines are correctly identified. 



17 (2018) 

Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns partial credit (1 point) because one 

headline is correctly identified: “The current method of 

electing Senators is undemocratic.” 



18 (2018) 

Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns partial credit (1 point) because one 

headline is correctly identified: “No party boss rule!”



19 (2018) 

Sample Response: 0 points 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns no credit (0 points) because none of the 

headlines are correctly identified. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns no credit (0 points) because none of the 

headlines are correctly identified. 
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American Government 

Spring 2018 Item Release 

Question 6 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 6 

18884 

Scoring Guidelines 

For this item, a full-credit response includes: 

• “Freedom of Assembly” selected for “De Jonge v. Oregon (1937)...”;

AND

• “Freedom of Religion” selected for “Cantwell v. Connecticut (1940)...”;

AND

• “Freedom of the Press” selected for “Near v. Minnesota (1931)...” (1 point).

Points Possible: 1 

Reporting Category: Principles and Structure 

Content Statement: In the United States, people have rights that protect 

them from undue governmental interference. Rights carry responsibilities 

that help define how people use their rights and that require respect for 

the rights of others. (16) 
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American Government 

Spring 2018 Item Release 

Question 6 

Sample Responses 



24 (2018) 

Sample Response: 1 point 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns full credit (1 point) because it correctly 

identifies all three of the freedoms extended with the 

appropriate Supreme Court decision. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns no credit (0 points) because it correctly 

identifies only two of the freedoms extended with the 

appropriate Supreme Court decision (“Freedom of Assembly” 

with “De Jonge v. Oregon” and “Freedom of Religion” with 

“Cantwell v. Connecticut”). 



26 (2018) 

Sample Response: 0 points 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns no credit (0 points) because it correctly 

identifies only one of the freedoms extended with the 

appropriate Supreme Court decision (“Freedom of Assembly” 

with “De Jonge v. Oregon”). 
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American Government 

Spring 2018 Item Release 

Question 7 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 7 

19294 

Points Possible: 1 

Reporting Category: Historic Documents 

Content Statement: Five amendments have altered provisions for 

presidential election, terms and succession to address changing 

historical circumstances. (12) 



29 (2018) 
  

Scoring Guidelines 

Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. The 25th Amendment outlines 

procedures for presidential succession should the president die or become 

disabled. A new election is not part of these procedures. 

 

Rationale for Option B: Key – The 25th Amendment clarified succession and 

explained how to fill the office of Vice President when it is vacant due to 

resignation or presidential succession. 

 

Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. The 25th Amendment deals with 

succession to the presidency, not protection of the president. 

 

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. The role of the Speaker in presidential 

succession was clarified in the 1947 Presidential Succession Act, which was 

passed 20 years before the ratification of the 25th Amendment. 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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American Government 

Spring 2018 Item Release 

Question 11 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 



32 (2018) 

Question 11 

20801 

Points Possible: 1 

Reporting Category: Historic Documents 

Content Statement: The Reconstruction Era prompted Amendments 

13 through 15 to address the aftermath of slavery and the Civil War. 

(9)



33 (2018) 

Scoring Guidelines 

Rationale for Option A: Key – The 14th Amendment granted citizenship to 

African Americans. 

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. The 15th Amendment, not the 14th 

Amendment, guaranteed suffrage rights to African Americans. 

Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. The 24th Amendment, not the 14th 

Amendment, prohibited the use of poll taxes in the United States. 

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. The Brown vs. Board of Education 

decision, not the 14th Amendment, led to the desegregation of public schools 

and was an initial step towards the desegregation of all public facilities in the 

United States. 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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American Government 

Spring 2018 Item Release 

Question 13 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 13 

19289 

Scoring Guidelines 

For this item, a full-credit response includes: 

• “10th Amendment” selected for “A bill of rights may be summed up in a

few words...”;

AND

• “6th Amendment” selected for “But when we come to punishments...”;

AND

• “4th Amendment” selected for “They may, unless the general government

be restrained...” (1 point).

Points Possible: 1 

Reporting Category: Historic Documents 

Content Statement: The Bill of Rights was drafted in response to the 

national debate over the ratification of the Constitution of the United 

States. (8) 
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American Government 

Spring 2018 Item Release 

Question 13 

Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns full credit (1 point) because it correctly 

matches all three of Patrick Henry’s arguments with the 

appropriate Amendment. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns no credit (0 points) because it correctly 

matches only two of Patrick Henry’s arguments with the 

appropriate Amendment. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns no credit (0 points) because it does not 

correctly match any of Patrick Henry’s arguments with the 

appropriate Amendment. 
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American Government 

Spring 2018 Item Release 

Question 15 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 15 

14573 

Scoring Guidelines 

For this item, a full-credit response includes: 

• “Encourage spending” in the Desired Outcomes section under “Foster Economic

Growth”;

AND

• “Buy government securities” OR “Lower interest rates” in the Tools section of the

chart under “Foster Economic Growth” (1 point);

AND

• “Encourage savings” in the Desired Outcomes section under “Foster Economic

Contraction”;

AND

• “Sell government securities” OR “Raise interest rates” in the Tools section of the

chart under “Foster Economic Contraction” (1 point).

For this item, a partial-credit response includes: 

• The student correctly labeling the action and tool for one of the goals (1 point).

Points Possible: 2 

Reporting Category: Ohio/Policy/Economy 

Content Statement: The Federal Reserve System uses monetary tools to 

regulate the nation’s money supply and moderate the effects of 

expansion and contraction in the economy. (24) 
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American Government 

Spring 2018 Item Release 

Question 15 

Sample Responses 



44 (2018) 

Sample Response: 2 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns full credit (2 points) because it has the 

correct Desired Outcomes and “Tools” under “Foster 

Economic Growth” and “Foster Economic Contraction”.  
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

 

This response earns partial credit (1 point) because it has the 

correct Desired Outcome and Tool under “Foster Economic 

Contraction” and the correct Desired Outcome under “Foster 

Economic Growth,” but the Tool under “Foster Economic 

Growth” is incorrect. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns partial credit (1 point) because it has the 

correct Desired Outcome and Tool under “Foster Economic 

Contraction” and the correct Desired Outcome under “Foster 

Economic Growth”, but the Tool under “Foster Economic 

Growth” is incorrect. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns no credit (0 points) because only the Tool 

under “Foster Economic Contraction” is correct.  
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

 

This response earns no credit (0 points) because only the 

Desired Outcomes under “Foster Economic Growth” and 

“Foster Economic Contraction” are correct.  
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Stimulus for Questions 16 – 19 
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Stimulus for Questions 16 – 19 
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759 
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Spring 2018 Item Release 

Question 16 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 16 

21964 

Scoring Guidelines 

For this item, a full-credit response includes: 

• “Amendment X” selected (1 point).

Points Possible: 1 

Reporting Category: Principles and Structure 

Content Statement: Constitutional government in the United States has 

changed over time as a result of amendments to the U.S. Constitution, 

Supreme Court decisions, legislation and informal practices. (7) 
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Question 16 

 

Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns full credit (1 point) because it correctly 

identifies Amendment X as the constitutional amendment 

that helped provide the foundation for South Carolina’s 

objection to the actions of the federal government. 



57 (2018) 
  

Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

 

This response earns no credit (0 points) because it incorrectly 

identifies Amendment II as the constitutional amendment 

that helped provide the foundation for South Carolina’s 

objection to the actions of the federal government. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns no credit (0 points) because it incorrectly 

identifies Amendment I as the constitutional amendment that 

helped provide the foundation for South Carolina’s objection 

to the actions of the federal government. 
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Spring 2018 Item Release 

Question 17 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 17 

30716 

Points Possible: 1 

Reporting Category: Historic Documents 

Content Statement: The Federalist Papers and the Anti-Federalist 

Papers framed the national debate over the basic principles of 

government encompassed by the Constitution of the United States. 

(6)
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Scoring Guidelines 

Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. While the Anti-Federalists would have 

sided with South Carolina, they did not support the principle of absolute 

power. 

Rationale for Option B: Key – Anti-Federalists were in favor of an increase in the 

power of the states and they also opposed the creation of a stronger federal 

government. 

Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. The Anti-Federalists were not opposed 

to trading with foreign countries. 

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Taking the side of South Carolina 

would have demonstrated support for increased power for state governments 

while taking the side of Congress and President Jackson would have 

demonstrated support for a stronger federal government. 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question 18 

 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



64 (2018) 

Question 18 

30717 

Points Possible: 1 

Reporting Category: Principles and Structure 

Content Statement: The processes of persuasion, compromise, 

consensus building and negotiation contribute to the resolution of 

conflicts and differences. (4) 



65 (2018) 

Scoring Guidelines 

Rationale for Option A: Key – The resolution represents a compromise because 

each side made concessions from its original position in order to reach a 

resolution. 

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Nowhere in the item stem or passage is 

the involvement of a third party indicated. 

Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. This answer choice describes 

consensus building. Even after the Tariff of 1833 was agreed to, the federal 

government and South Carolina were still fundamentally opposed to each 

other’s views on the topic. 

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. This answer choice describes 

persuasion. Neither the federal government or South Carolina was persuaded 

to adopt the other party’s viewpoint on the issue of tariffs. 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question 19 

 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 19 

30736 

Points Possible: 2 

Reporting Category: Principles and Structure 

Content Statement: Constitutional government in the United States 

has changed over time as a result of amendments to the U.S. 

Constitution, Supreme Court decisions, legislation and informal 

practices. (7) 
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Scoring Guidelines 

Part A 

Rationale for Option A: Key – The Nullification Crisis was between the federal 

government and the state of South Carolina over the scope of federal 

authority. This directly relates to the principle of federalism. 

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. The principle that the government 

derives its authority from the consent of the governed was peripherally related 

to the conflict in the Nullification Crisis, but not the central issue. 

Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. The principle that the three branches 

of government have distinct and separate powers and responsibilities was not 

at the center of the conflict in the Nullification Crisis. 

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. The principle that the three branches 

of government hold each other accountable was not at the center of the 

conflict in the Nullification Crisis. 

Part B 

Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. The Force Bill did not have a bearing 

on the concept of separation of powers. 

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. The Force Bill did not have a bearing 

on the concept of popular sovereignty. 

Rationale for Option C: Key – The Force Bill had an impact on the concept of 

federalism, by which the power is divided between a central authority and 

constituent units. 

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. The Force Bill did not surround the 

concept of checks and balances. 
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Spring 2018 Item Release 

Question 19 

Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 2 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns full credit (2 points) because it correctly 

identifies Option A (“federalism”) in Part A as the principle at 

the center of the conflict and correctly identifies Option C in 

Part B (“…the Force Bill expanded the power of the federal 

government relative to state governments”).   
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

 

This response earns partial credit (1 point) because it correctly 

identifies Option A (“federalism”) in Part A as the principle at 

the center of the conflict, but incorrectly identifies Option B in 

Part B.  
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Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns partial credit (1 point) because it correctly 

identifies Option A (“federalism”) in Part A as the principle at 

the center of the conflict, but incorrectly identifies Option D in 

Part B.  
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

 

This response earns no credit (0 points) because it incorrectly 

identifies Option D (“checks and balances”) in Part A. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns no credit (0 points) because it incorrectly 

identifies Option C (“separation of powers”) in Part A.  
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Question 22 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 22 

19740 

Points Possible: 2 

Reporting Category: Principles and Structure 

Content Statement: Issues can be analyzed through the critical use 

of information from public records, surveys, research data and policy 

positions of advocacy groups. (3) 
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Scoring Guidelines 

Part A 

Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. A guide on aircraft released by the FAA 

would be credible; however, it would not be relevant to the decision of whether 

or not to construct an airport. 

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. A website that allows citizens to express 

their opinions would be relevant to the issue; however, the long list of opinions 

would detract from the potential credibility of this source. 

Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Although a brochure promoting the 

economic impact of the airport would be relevant, because it was published by 

the airport’s developers, it is not necessarily credible. The airport’s developers 

have a potential bias in favor of constructing the new airport. 

Rationale for Option D: Key – A report on the environmental impact of the airport 

published by scientists and urban planners would be both relevant and credible. 

Part B 

Rationale for First Option: This is incorrect. A well-written document does not 

necessarily make the document relevant or credible. 

Rationale for Second Option: This is incorrect. Although sources found on the 

Internet can be relevant and credible, this fact alone does not necessarily make 

them so. 

Rationale for Third Option: Key – A report written by scientists and urban planners 

is highly likely to present objective, well-cited facts. 

Rationale for Fourth Option: This is incorrect. Although residents have an interest in 

the outcome of the issue, a website where residents post their opinions is unlikely 

to be highly sourced and thus credible. 

Rationale for Fifth Option: Key – An environmental impact study regarding the 

construction of the airport is directly relevant to the issue being considered by 

voters. 

Rationale for Sixth Option: Key – When a source is prepared by experts on an 

issue, it is both credible and relevant. Scientists and urban planners would be 

considered experts when evaluating the environmental impact of constructing a 

new airport on city land. 

Rationale for Seventh Option: When the authors of a source have a financial 

interest in a certain outcome, the credibility of the source is called into question. 
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Question 22 

 

Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 2 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns full credit (2 points) because it correctly 

identifies Option D in Part A and Options C, E, F in Part B.  
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Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns partial credit (1 point) because it correctly 

identifies Option D in Part A, but correctly identifies only 

Options C and F in Part B.  
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Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns partial credit (1 point) because it correctly 

identifies Option D in Part A, but correctly identifies only 

Options C and E in Part B.  
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Sample Response: 0 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns no credit (0 points) because it incorrectly 

identifies Option B in Part A.  
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Notes on Scoring 

 

This response earns no credit (0 points) because it incorrectly 

identifies Option C in Part A. 
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Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 23 

19765 

Points Possible: 2 

Reporting Category: Principles and Structure 

Content Statement: In the United States, people have rights that 

protect them from undue governmental interference. Rights carry 

responsibilities that help define how people use their rights and that 

require respect for the rights of others. (16) 
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Scoring Guidelines 

Part A 

Rationale for Option A: Key – The right to vote gives U.S. citizens a direct way 

of participating in the electoral process. 

 

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Although U.S. citizens have the right to 

a jury trial, it does not provide citizens with a way to directly participate in the 

electoral process. 

 

Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Although U.S. citizens have the right to 

religious freedom, this right does not give citizens direct access to the electoral 

process. 

 

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Although citizens accused of a crime 

have the right to legal representation, this right does not give citizens direct 

access to the electoral process. 

 

Part B 

Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Serving on a jury would be a 

responsibility associated with the right to a trial by jury; however, a trial by jury 

is not a right associated with participating in the electoral process. 

 

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Paying attorney fees is not required of 

those who cannot afford it. Additionally, this hypothetical responsibility is not a 

responsibility associated with the right to vote. 

 

Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Obtaining a college degree is not a 

responsibility associated with exercising one’s right to vote. 

 

Rationale for Option D: Key – Being informed on public issues is a responsibility 

associated with the right to vote, which is a right associated with participating 

in the electoral process. 
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Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 2 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns full credit (2 points) because it correctly 

identifies Option A in Part A and Option D in Part B.  
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

 

This response earns partial credit (1 point) because it correctly 

identifies Option A in Part A, but incorrectly identifies Option B 

in Part B.  
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Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns partial credit (1 point) because it correctly 

identifies Option A in Part A, but incorrectly identifies Option C 

in Part B. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns no credit (0 points) because it incorrectly 

identifies Option C in Part A.  
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

 

This response earns no credit (0 points) because it incorrectly 

identifies Option B in Part A.  
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Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 25 

16821 

Points Possible: 2 

Reporting Category: Historic Documents 

Content Statement: Four amendments have provided for extensions 

of suffrage to disenfranchised groups. (16) 
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Scoring Guidelines 

For this item, a full-credit response includes: 

• “Former slaves” selected;

AND

• “The poor” selected;

AND

• “African Americans” selected;

AND

• “Women” selected;

AND

• “18-year-olds” selected (2 points).

For this item, a partial-credit response includes: 

• 3 or 4 correct answers selected with no more than one incorrect

selection (1 point).
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Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 2 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns full credit (2 points) because all five 

groups that gained the right to vote through the given 

amendments are correctly identified. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

 

This response earns partial credit (1 point) because four of the 

five groups that gained the right to vote through the given 

amendments are correctly identified.  
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Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns partial credit (1 point) because three of 

the five groups that gained the right to vote through the 

given amendments are correctly identified. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns no credit (0 points) because only two of 

the five groups that gained the right to vote through the 

given amendments are correctly identified (i.e., “African 

Americans” and “Women”).  
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Sample Response: 0 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns no credit (0 points) because only two of 

the five groups that gained the right to vote through the 

given amendments are correctly identified (i.e., “The poor” 

and “African Americans”).  
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Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 32 

20849 

Points Possible: 1 

Reporting Category: Principles and Structure 

Content Statement: Law and public policy are created and 

implemented by three branches of government; each functions with 

its own set of powers and responsibilities. (14) 
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Scoring Guidelines 

Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Only the executive branch of the 

federal government has the power to enforce laws. 

Rationale for Option B: Key – The judicial branch of the federal government 

settles disputes under the law and interprets laws by using the Constitution. 

Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Only the legislative branch of the 

federal government has the power to pass resolutions. 

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Only the executive branch of the 

federal government has the power to recognize foreign nations. 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 38 

20868 

Points Possible: 1 

Reporting Category: Historic Documents 

Content Statement: The Ohio Constitution was drafted in 1851 to 

address difficulties in governing the state of Ohio. (18) 
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Scoring Guidelines 

Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. The creation of district courts in the 

Ohio Constitution of 1851 added an additional element to the state judicial 

branch. It did not weaken the power of the Ohio General Assembly in any 

way. 

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. The prohibition of poll taxes in the Ohio 

Constitution of 1851 increased suffrage rights in the state, but it did not 

weaken the power of the Ohio General Assembly. 

Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. The governor of Ohio had been an 

elected official under the original Constitution in Ohio. The Ohio Constitution of 

1851 did not allow people to begin voting for the office of governor; this 

tradition already existed. Therefore, the process for electing the governor 

under the original Constitution and the Ohio Constitution of 1851 had no 

impact on the power of the General Assembly. 

Rationale for Option D: Key – The Ohio Constitution of 1851 required the direct 

election of major executive officials as well as judges serving in the state 

judicial branch. This significantly weakened the power of the General 

Assembly, which under Ohio’s original constitution had the power to directly 

appoint many major government officials. 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question 42 

21780 

Points Possible: 1 

Reporting Category: Ohio/Policy/Economy 

Content Statement: The federal government uses spending and tax 

policy to maintain economic stability and foster economic growth. 

Regulatory actions carry economic costs and benefits. (23) 
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Scoring Guidelines 

For this item, a full-credit response includes:  

• The student selects “Economic Cost” for “The average price of cars 

increased.”; 

AND 

• The student selects “Economic Cost” for “The amount of time needed to 

produce cars increased.”; 

AND 

• The student selects “Economic Benefit” for “Fewer injuries occurred, 

reducing the need for medical care.” (1 point) 
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Question 42 

 

Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns full credit (1 point) because it correctly 

matches the result of government regulation with “Economic 

Cost” or “Economic Benefit”.   
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Sample Response: 0 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns no credit (0 points) because it correctly 

matches only two of the results of government regulation with 

“Economic Cost” or “Economic Benefit”. (The average price 

of cars…” with “Economic Cost”; and “Fewer injuries 

occurred…” with “Economic Benefit”.   
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Sample Response: 0 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns no credit (0 points) because it does not 

correctly match any of the results of government regulation 

with “Economic Cost” or “Economic Benefit”. 
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